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Course Information Sheet

Fall 2008
Instructor:
Amanda Brown
Office:  
S-117





Office Hours: After class or by appointment.
Telephone:
Office (979) 209-7571 

email: 

amanda.brown@blinn.edu

Web Pages:  
www.blinn.edu/brazos/natscience/Biology_CIS08d.htm


www.amanda-brown.net
Course Description:

An introductory survey of current biological concepts that includes evolution, biological diversity, ecology and structure and function of organisms. Credit: Four semester hours.

Core Curriculum Course:

This is a course in the 42-hour Core Curriculum of Blinn College.  As such, students will develop proficiency in appropriate intellectual competencies, exemplary educational objectives and general perspectives. The URL of the Blinn College core curriculum web site is: www.blinn.edu/corecurriculum.htm
Course Objectives and Student Learning Outcomes:

After successfully completing Biology 1407, the student should have a working knowledge of:

· Factors which distinguish biology from other sciences

· Factors which distinguish the sciences from other fields of knowledge and methods of learning

· The role of evolution in the history of life on earth

· Mechanisms of evolutionary change

· Systematics and the classification of living organisms

· The three domains and their cell morphologies

· The characteristics of the six kingdoms and their major phyla

· The organization and functional systems of the vertebrate body

· Homeostasis and regulation within the vertebrate body

The following skills will be demonstrated: 

· Operation of compound and dissecting microscopes

· Preparing microscope slides of fresh specimens (wet mount)

· The ability to measure microscopic organisms

· The ability to use a dichotomous key

· The ability to perform basic dissections

Textbooks and other Required Materials:

Required Textbook:  Biology: Life on Earth With Physiology 8th ed. 2008.  Teresa Audesirk, Gerald Audesirk, and Bruce E. Byers.   Pearson Prentice Hall, Upper Saddle River, NJ 07458.

Required Laboratory Manual: Biology, Biology 1407 V2, 9th ed. 2007.  Sylvia.S. Mader.  McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc., 1221 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10020

Other Required Materials:  Remote keypad and enrollment code for the eInstruction Classroom Performance System.  Register your keypad at www.einstruction.com
Optional Lab Supplement: A Photographic Atlas for the Biology Laboratory, 3rd ed. 1996.   

K.M. Van De Graaff & J.L. Crowley.

Course Requirements:

Some laboratory activities will take place outside the classroom.  Students will be notified during the previous class period to wear the appropriate clothing for any outdoor activities. 

Field Trips: One or two optional field trips will be taken during the semester.
ADA Statement:

Students with physical or learning disabilities must present documentation from the Office of Disability Services (room 157, Science Bldg) to receive accommodation on exams and assignments.  Accommodation is not retroactive.

Class Policies:

Civility:  Members of the Blinn College community, which includes faculty, staff and students, are expected to act honestly and responsibly in all aspects of campus life. Blinn College holds all members accountable for their actions and words. Therefore, all members should commit themselves to behave in a manner that recognizes personal respect and demonstrates concern for the personal dignity, rights, and freedoms of every member of the College community, including respect for College property and the physical and intellectual property of others.  Civility applies to attire as well as language and behavior.  Please dress appropriately for the academic classroom and laboratory.  If a student is asked to leave the classroom because of uncivil behavior, the student may not return to that class until he or she arranges a conference with the instructor.  It is the student's responsibility to arrange for this conference.
Class Attendance and Absences:

Blinn College believes that class attendance is essential for student success; therefore, students are required to promptly and regularly attend all their classes.  Each class meeting builds the foundation for subsequent class meetings.  Without full participation and regular attendance, students will find themselves at a severe disadvantage for achieving success in college.  Class participation will constitute at least ten percent of the final course grade.  Missing lecture or lab or both will count as one absence. If a student has one accumulated week’s worth of unexcused absences during the semester, he/she will be sent an e-mail by the College requiring the student to contact his/her instructor and schedule a conference immediately to discuss their attendance issues.  Should the student accumulate two week’s worth of unexcused absences, he/she will be administratively withdrawn from class. A student is considered tardy if they arrive during the first five minutes of class. After the first five minutes of class, the student is considered absent for the day. 
There are four forms of excused absences recognized by the institution:  

(1)  Observance of religious holy days -- Sec. 51.911(b), Texas Education Code.  An institution of higher education shall excuse a student attending classes and/or required activities, including examinations, for the observance of a religious holy day. A student whose absence is excused under this section may not be penalized for that absence and shall be allowed to take an examination or complete an assignment. The student should notify his/her instructor(s) not later than the 15th day of the semester concerning the specific date(s) that the student will be absent for any religious holy day(s); and

(2)  Representing Blinn College at an official institutional function -- a student is asked by the institution to be an official representative of the college at any function approved by the institution, the student is excused from any classes missed and must be allowed to complete all work without penalty for that absence(s) in a timely manner as directed by the faculty member.

(3) A high school student representing the independent school district at an official institutional function. If a high school student is asked by the independent school district to be an official representative of the school district at any function approved by the institution, the student shall be excused from any class missed and must be allowed to complete all work without penalty for the absence(s) in a timely manner as directed by the faculty member. 

(4) Upon notice from a student required to participate in active military service, the College District shall excuse a student from attending classes or engaging in other required activities, including examinations, in order for the student to participate in active military service to which the student is called, including travel associated with the service.  A student whose absence is excused under this subsection may not be penalized for that absence and shall be allowed to complete an assignment or take an examination from which the student is excused within a reasonable time after the absence.  An instructor may appropriately respond if the student fails to satisfactorily complete the assignment or examination within a reasonable time after the absence.
	Type of Course
	1st Email Notification
	2nd Email Notification

Administrative Drop

	
	Number of Absences
	Week Equivalency
	Number of Absences
	Week Equivalency

	MWF classes
	3 classes missed
	1 week
	6 classes missed
	2 weeks

	MW or TR classes
	2 classes missed
	1 week
	4 classes missed
	2 weeks

	Night classes
	1 classes missed
	1 week
	2 classes missed
	2 weeks

	Blended classes
	1 on-site class missed
	1 week
	2 classes missed
	2 weeks

	On-line classes
	Defined by instructor
	1 week
	Defined by instructor
	2 weeks


Dropping:  If a student chooses to drop the course, it is that student’s responsibility to complete a drop order at the Office of Enrollment Services.  Failure to do so could result in a grade of F in the course.  The last day to withdraw with a “W” is November 14th.  

Dishonesty Statement:  Blinn College does not tolerate cheating, plagiarism or other acts of dishonesty.  Definitions of these acts and procedures for dealing with them are described in “Scholastic Dishonesty” in the Blinn College Student Handbook, copies of which are available at the information desk in the administration building.

Eating and drinking are not allowed in classrooms or laboratories. Proper footwear must be worn.
The above requirements and policies are discussed more fully in the Blinn College Student Handbook which, by reference, is incorporated into this information.  Please obtain and read.

Criteria for Grading:

Lecture Exams: There will be four lecture exams during the semester plus a comprehensive final exam.  

Exams can include multiple choice, true/false, fill-in-the-blank, short answer and essay questions.   

Make-up exams are only offered to students with an excused absence.  Excused absences include those officially recognized by Blinn College. To arrange for a make-up exam see me during the first class period following your absence.  An unexcused absence from an exam will result in a grade of zero.
Laboratory Exams:  There will be three lab exams.  An unexcused absence from an exam will 
result in a grade of zero.  No make-up exams will be offered for lab exams.

Laboratory Work:  Most lab exercises must be completed during the lab period and turned in at the end of the period or at the beginning of the next lab period.  Late work will not be accepted unless an approved excuse is submitted. 
Quizzes:  Periodic quizzes will cover recent topics and assigned readings from the lecture and the laboratory.  A grade of zero will be recorded for missed quizzes unless an approved excuse is submitted.  

No make-up is offered for missed quizzes.

Assigned Readings:  One or two journal articles will be assigned for reading outside of the classroom period.  A quiz over the article will be given the week after the reading is assigned.
Point Distribution:
Lecture exams (4 exams x 100 points each)

400 points




Final exam





200 points




Lab exams (3 exams x 100 points each)

300 points




Quizzes, Lab Work & Assigned Readings

100 points








         

        
         1,000 points

